LETTER  I/
TO    THE    TRADESMEN,    SHOP-KEEPERS,
FARMERS,  AND   COMMON-PEOPLE
IN   GENERAL  OF  IRELAND.
BRETHREN,   FRIENDS,   COUNTRYMEN AND   FELLOW-SUBJECTS,
WHAT I intend now to say to you, is, next to your duty to God, and the care of your salvation, of the greatest concern to yourselves, and your children, your bread and clothing, and every common necessary of life entirely depend upon it. Therefore I do most earnestly exhort you as men, as Christians, as parents, and as lovers of your country, to read this paper with the utmost attention, or get it read to you by others; which that you may do at the less expense, I have ordered the printer to sell it at the lowest rate.
It is a great fault among you, that when a person writes with no other intention than to do you good, you will not be at the pains to read his advices : One copy of this paper may serve a dozen of you, which will be less than a farthing a-piece. It is your folly that you have no common or general interest in your view, not even the wisest among you, neither do you know or enquire, or care who are your friends, or who are your enemies.
About three l years ago, a little book was written, to advise
1 In his reprint of the Drapier's Letters, issued in 1725 with the title, 4* Fraud Detected; or the Hibernian Patriot," Faulkner prints " four " instead of " three " ; but this, of course, is a correction made to agree with the date of the publication of this reprint. The '* Proposal " was published in 1720. [T. S.]
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